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Case Study #38

Under legal notice from the Macon County, Alabama Health Department to repair or replace his
non-compliant and non-functioning sewage disposal system, a low-income Notasluga homeown-
er turned to the Alabama Onsite Wastewater Association (AOWA) for help. Through the
Association’s Technical Review and Advisory Committee (TRAC) a review of the system and the
needs of the homeowner were undertaken to install a code compliant onsite septic system.

The AOWA TRAC program is designed to study soils, environmental challenges, and wastewater
management techniques to discover what impacts system successes and failures in Alabama. In
addition, the program assists poor and needy families in Alabama by providing donated system
products and installation as part of the program. These systems serve as pilot systems to be mon-
itored and evaluated by the association and data is provided to individuals, health department
officials, engineers, installers, manufacturers, and pumpers.

The existing system consisted of two-55 gallon plastic barrels with a straight pipe out of the
house to the woods for sewage disposal. With good site conditions and excellent sandy soils,
there were several options for a new system that could be considered. Dave Roll, Executive
Director of the AOWA turned to the industry for donations.

Roll ultimately decided to include a 1000-gallon, two-compartment septic tank donated by
American Pride Septic Service and 45 of the latest Infiltrator chambers, the Quick4 Plus
Standard Low Profile chamber, installed in 180 linear feet of trench at a 24-inch depth. The
wastewater exits the house into a T and is piped into the two-compartment septic tank. It then
comes back together and moves into the leachfield. This system is the latest technology installed
in this area of the State and offers a high-performing system to the homeowner at no cost. This
system also met the needs of the homeowner by providing an easy to install option with a long
lifespan. Tallahassee Septic donated the labor for the installation and Alan Nipp from Infiltrator
provided a demonstration of how to install the new chambers as part of the project.
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